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Sycamore Shoals State Historic Area

s Pcrl’)aPs the most historica”g signif:icant site in Tennessee.
Sycamore Shoals lagcd a pivotal role in not onl
Tennessee historg but in the American Revolution. Todau,
this historic site, preserved as a Tennessee State ParE,
invites visitors to relive history and erjog a Varie’cg of histor-
ical, cultural and recrcationa?expen’ences‘

Historical significance

Sycamore Shogs was the site of the first Pcrmanent
American settlement outside the 13 original colonies. It was
here that the Watauga Association, the first majority-rulc
system of American éemocratic overnment was formed in
1772, when settlers elected five of their number to “govern
and direct for the common good of all the people.” These
Articles of the Watauga Association invested in those elect-
ed representatives the legislative, judicial and executive
functions of their ﬂcdgling government.

Picnic Pavilions

There are three handicaPPcd accessible Picnic shelters that
can be reserved. A picnic area with gri”s also is located
beside the Visitors’ Center.

Hikin

A 1.5~m%c looP trail follows the course of the river, Passing
the historic crossing of the Overmountain Men.

Facilities

A spacious Visitors Center houses interPretivc displays, a
thcatcr, the park og:iccs, gnct shop, and bookstore. A
reconstructccr rcPlica of Fort Watau a, based on historical
and archaeological research, stands behind the Visitors
Center, near the Watauga River. Furnished cabins and
structures demonstrate 18th centurg life on the frontier.

AmPhithcater

A 450-seat am hitheater is located adiacent to the fort
and is the site of the presentation of T’Jne outdoor drama
of the state of Tennessee, “Liber’cg: The Saga of
? Pcr‘Formcd every Julg.

Sgcamore Shoals.’

The Carter Mansion

Built between 1775-1780, The Carter Mansion may be the onlg
remaining direct link to the Watauga Association and is the
oldest frame house standing in Tennessee. John Carter and
his son, Landon, built it. Both were Prominent in Political /mil-
itary affairs, Fighting in the Revolution and several conflicts
with the Native American Indians. The 1Cin6|9 detailed interior,
and over mantle Paintings Place the mansion among, the most
signhcicant historic houses in the state.When Tennessee
became a state in 1796, Carter County was named for Landon
Carter, and the county seat, Elizabetl'lton, was named for his
wife, Elizabeth Maclin Carter.
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